
June 2, 2021 
 
Re: Status of Temple Japan Fall 2021 Program for Temple Students 
 
 
Dear Temple Japan students, 

We know that you have been eagerly awaiting an update regarding the fall semester at 
Temple Japan. We are very sorry to inform you that after a thorough review of current 
circumstances and much discussion with our colleagues in Japan and on Main Campus, 
Temple University will not be able to offer the fall semester study abroad program at 
Temple Japan.  

Unfortunately, the Japanese government’s entry ban continues to restrict U.S. citizens 
and those from many other countries from traveling to Japan, and there is no indication 
this will be lifted in time to attend the program. The Japanese immigration authorities will 
not issue visas until entry restrictions are lifted, and so we do not anticipate there will be 
sufficient time to obtain student visas before the fall semester.  

We know this news is disappointing to you, and we share your sadness and frustration 
about the loss of this learning opportunity. Please know that this decision was not taken 
lightly. 

We are optimistic that conditions will improve before the spring 2022 semester and 
hope to welcome you to Japan then. Please read on for information about deferring your 
application or alternate plans for fall 2021. 

Deposits  

Any program or housing deposits you made via the study abroad portal will be credited 
to your next Temple bill.  

Confirming an Alternate Program for Fall 2021  

If you have expressed interest and completed the required steps to apply for a backup 
program, the program manager for your backup program will be in touch with you to 
discuss your next steps. 

Deferring your Temple Japan application 

• If you would like to have your Temple Japan application deferred to the spring 
2022 or a future term, please email Japan Program Manager Maddy Sullivan 
(madelyn@temple.edu). Alternatively, you may start an application here: Temple 
Japan Application. The program manager will copy most of your fall application 
materials to the spring term. Please note that we expect demand for Spring 2022 
to be higher than normal, so deferral requests will be processed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 
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• If we awarded you a scholarship for the fall semester, your scholarship will be 
transferred to the spring semester. 

• Your COE application will not be submitted to Immigration at this time. Instead, if 
you participate in the spring 2022 program, most of your COE application 
materials will be carried over to the spring semester. You will need to submit 
updated financial documents by the spring COE deadline, October 1, 2022. 

Withdrawing your application 

• If you wish to withdraw from the program entirely, please Japan Program 
Manager Maddy Sullivan (madelyn@temple.edu) by June 15.  

• Your COE application will not be submitted to Immigration. 

Again, we are so sorry to relay this news. We look forward to working with many of you 
on plans to study abroad in a future term, and we wish you and yours continued health 
and safety.  

As always, please contact us with any questions. 
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