
11/18/20 
Update #5 
 
Dear Temple Rome Program Participant,  
 
We hope this message finds you well and looking forward to the upcoming fall break.  
 
As promised, we are writing with updates about the current situation in Italy, and to provide 
perspective on the restrictions Italy has implemented to bring the virus infection rates under 
control. We do not know at this time if any of these restrictions will be in place in January, but 
we think it’s important for you to understand Italy’s commitment to bringing the virus under 
control, as it did successfully in the spring at the initial outbreak.  
 
If you would like to follow the news on cases in Rome, and elsewhere in Italy, a helpful 
COVID-19 dashboard is available here; please bear in mind that the dashboard is in Italian.  
 
Italy’s current restrictions are structured using a color-coding system, based on risk factors, 
including the number of cases and the effect on the healthcare system in each region.  

● Lazio, the region that includes the city of Rome, is currently labeled “yellow,” meaning 
that the incidence of cases is lower than other regions and the medical system is not at 
or near capacity. A general 10PM curfew is in place, restaurants close at 6PM (some 
remain open for take out until 10PM), and certain kinds of businesses, including 
museums, are currently not operational, but a “full lockdown” has not been imposed. 
Primary schools are operating normally, but high schools and universities are using 
online delivery models. However, Temple University Rome, as an American university 
study abroad program, will operate classes in-person for the spring semester. Residents 
of yellow zones may travel to other regions coded yellow, but they may not travel to 
orange or red zones. 

● “Orange” zones have increased travel restrictions and fewer open businesses than the 
yellow zones; for instance, restaurants are only offering take-a-way service. 

● “Red” zones are the most restricted in terms of travel, but supermarkets and pharmacies 
remain in operation with limited hours. 

 
For a listing of restrictions by zone, visit the Italian Ministry of Health’s website. To see an 
updated map of these zones, you can check this site (in Italian): 
http://www.governo.it/it/articolo/domande-frequenti-sulle-misure-adottate-dal-governo/15638#zo
ne . 
 
Our hope is that with these restrictions, Italy will see cases plateau and fall prior to your arrival 
for the semester. We anticipate restrictions to ease in the coming months. For this reason, we 
continue to move forward with our program and contingency planning; as guidelines change, 
Temple Rome remains prepared to adjust the program as necessary. 
 

http://opendatadpc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/b0c68bce2cce478eaac82fe38d4138b1
http://www.salute.gov.it/portale/nuovocoronavirus/dettaglioFaqNuovoCoronavirus.jsp?lingua=english&id=230#11
http://www.governo.it/it/articolo/domande-frequenti-sulle-misure-adottate-dal-governo/15638#zone
http://www.governo.it/it/articolo/domande-frequenti-sulle-misure-adottate-dal-governo/15638#zone


As we have discussed previously, this semester will be unique and require immense patience 
and flexibility as restrictions change. We are encouraged by the fact that several European 
countries - which experienced a second wave peak before Italy did - are seeing a marked 
reduction in cases. 
 
We continue to plan for your program this spring, and are confident that the measures and 
protocols implemented prioritize student health, and that our staff in Rome can provide the 
necessary care and support should anyone contract the virus. We have an English-speaking 
doctor on call for students, require weekly testing for students and staff, and have implemented 
protocols to mitigate the spread of infection.  
 
We’d like to thank students who have already participated in our small group sessions (and we 
look forward to meeting the rest of the students in this week’s sessions) in which we’ve been 
discussing your role in following public health measures while in Italy.  
 
It is important to remain vigilant about your personal health prior to departure as well as once 
you arrive. As cases rise here in the U.S., and you consider plans for the holiday season, it is 
best to carefully follow public health guidelines and limit possible exposure to COVID-19 at all 
times but especially in the two weeks leading up to your departure for Italy.  
 
Note that although negative COVID-19 test results are not required for entry to Italy at this time, 
requirements are subject to change, and we have heard that some airlines are developing 
programs to test passengers prior to specific flights.  
 
We will keep you informed about any updates or changes to the planned program.  
 
Please send any questions or concerns to the Temple Rome program manager Rosie, 
r.carlson@temple.edu 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html

